Template letter
to WA Premier or Minister for Culture & the Arts 
or member of Legislative Assembly
Dear [Name]
As a member of the Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA), the peak national professional body for libraries and library workers, I am writing to express my concern about the low level of public library funding in Western Australia.
WA State Government investment in public libraries materials was reduced by 40% in 2009/2010.  This means that in nominal terms, the State Government is now providing the same level of funding as provided in 2001/2002, despite more than a 16% increase in population and nearly 90% increase in State Government revenue over this period.

Over the same period, local governments have increased their contribution by 45% to keep public libraries sustainable.

Public libraries support all Australians in early and continuing literacy, reading, education, health, business, building communities and social cohesion, and digital access. 
Public libraries are a crucial part of our society’s social and economic infrastructure. Public libraries are attended more frequently and by more people than any other cultural and sporting venue [ABS 4172.0 2004]. Nearly 900,000 Western Australian are library members and they make more than 9 million visits to local public libraries each year.  
Public libraries support the development of literacy which is vital for increasing people’s capacity to participate in the economy and the community.  Information and literacy skills are associated with individual and business success. The provision of resources – both book and non-book – are crucial for the development of literacy skills. 
I believe that the ability to read is a major factor in determining whether a child will succeed or fail in our education system, and later on in the workplace.  We need to ensure that our children have the best beginning – a literate start in life.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics reported in 2006 that slightly less than half of the Australian population, approximately 7 million, failed to achieve the minimum required level in prose and document literacy. 
There are direct economic benefits when a community’s infrastructure includes a well resourced library. Investment in libraries generates economic as well as social, cultural and environmental benefits. A recent NSW report found that for each dollar expended on public libraries, $4.24 of economic benefit is generated.  
One of my Association’s key objectives is promoting the free flow of information to ensure a thriving culture, economy and democracy. A democracy such as we enjoy in Australia requires free and equitable access to information and to quality resources.
Libraries and the library profession contribute to Australian democracy by building an informed society. Librarians do this by acquiring, organising, and making information freely available thereby empowering users with this information.

I believe that it is in the national and state interest that Australian governments support and facilitate the role of libraries in the Australian society, economy and democracy.
As a committed information professional, I am greatly concerned at the low level of funding for WA public libraries that might result in decreased support for a literate and informed Australia.  I strongly urge the Government to reconsider its position on public library funding.  
I look forward to hearing your thoughts on this matter.

Kind regards

