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Prior to the Second World War, Darwin was largely dependent on shipping
for supply. The South Australian railway line terminated at Alice Spring
and the Darwin railway line terminated at Birdum (a township between
Mataranka and Daly Waters). A rough dirt track followed the overland .
telegraph line between the railheads at Alice Springs and Birdum.

It was inpassable in places during the wet season.

The outbreak of war in late 1939 forced the
military to seriously consider the transportation
issues in the north as the threat of war with
the Japanese also raised the possibility of
invasion. The northern coastline was the
obvious invasion point but it was also the key
to providing support for allied troops in the
Pacific. A dependable north to south route
through the Territory became a priority.

ying the North-South military road.

In August 1940, the Commonwealth Government
approved the building of an all-weather road
between Alice Springs and Darwin. The task Photograph shows construction of Stuart Highway, 18431844,
of building the various sections was divided with a patrol Grader in action

between the road authorities of New South Wales; -tk
Queensland; South Australia and Victoria; a truly
national effort. The road was completed just
before the 1941/42 wet season, however the
extreme weather conditions of the Territory, and
the increased volume of traffic using the route

Road construction team using  ‘chinaman’ to foad road fill onto & resulted in constant maintenance and upgrading
dump truck at D
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The bombing of Darwin in February 1942
confirmed the fears of military command and
more than justified the construction of the
North- South road. Darwin was evacuated
in the wake of further bombings and Alice
Springs, at the other end of the North-South
Road, became the Territory’s main military
base

A truck being loaded with irt diring ONSRUEHBA B Stuat
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The Track was called the North-South Road

until April 1944 when the name was changed
to the Stuart Highway, after the explorer John
McDouall Stuart who first crossed the
continent from south to north in 1862

during the Second World Was
Ashiey Damid Magarey Covecton, Notmarn Teritory Library



BATCHELOR /' e

Batchelor aerodrome is the only airstrip in the worldto cross a railwa
line. Originally built in the mid 1930s, it ended up crossing the railw.
when it was extended during the war to accommodate the large B-¥
“Flying Fortresses” of the United States Army Air Force (USAAF).

40 mm Bofor anti-aircraft gun at Batchelor Asrodrome. 1
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Many units in the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF),
USAAF and Royal Netherlands East Indies Army Air
Force used the aerodrome to fly missions to the Duteh:
East Indies and the south-west Pacific. Communication,
Wireless and Radar units also assisted the flying
squadrons. The 22nd Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery was

brought in to defend the aerodrome from Japanese attacks.

18 NEI SQUADRON RAAF

In early 1942, the 18 Netherlands East Indies (NEI) Squadron RAAF
was formed in Canberra, with 242 Dutch and 266 Australian air force
personnel. The Dutch air crew had escaped to Australia from the
Netherlands East Indies when their country fell to the Japanese
Their valuable skills were coupled with Australian ground crew
support to form a squadron which flew Mitchell B25 medium bombers
from MacDonald and Batchelor aerodromes. They lost 19 aircraft and
102 crew members during their missions. The Dutch were the only
nationality other than the Americans to establish a military presence
in northern Australia during the war. Many of the Dutch later settled
in Australia when Indonesia gained independence after the war,

2 SQUADRON RAAF

Based at Batchelor and equipped with Lockheed Hudson aircraft,

2 Squadron carried out many against Japa
positions and shipping on or near Timor, "Although the missions were
successful, the squadron lost many crew members. One of those lucky
to escape was Flying Officer Sid Wadey. His aircraft was attacked by
two Japanese Zeroes during a mission to support Sparrow Force, the
Australian battalion tasked with defending Timor from the invading
Japanese. The aircraft caught fire and of the six crew members Wadey
was the only one to escape through a hatch and parachute to safety.
He was found by local Timorese people who took him to safety and
arranged for his evacuation
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