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Why Current Awareness is important in law

• Legal information (Case Law and Legislation) is crucial 

to the learning and practice of law

• The law is constantly changing and evolving

• Our clients need to ensure their information is current



Current Awareness Content

• Journal and Report Content Pages scanned

• Journals and Report Content Pages electronic

• Loose-leaf Bulletins / Online Commentary Updates 

• Commercial monitoring services CCH Political 

Monitoring Services, CCH Alerts, Thomson Reuters Alert 

24, LexisNexis Legal Express and Capital Monitor

• Government Website Updates

• Firm updates

• Ejournals and Bulletins

• ALL IN DIFFERENT FORMATS!



Technological Resources



Sharepoint and RSS Feeds



Pushing out the RSS Feeds



Outlook and RSS Feeds



Adding to the RSS

Can be by email (each feed 

has an email address) 

Or added via the intranet



Lessons Learnt

• Best feature is the integration with the Outlook Mail Box 

and minimising the email traffic but..

• You can lead a horse to water but you can’t make them 

drink

• Formatting issues with using this form of RSS – display 

on web quite poor

• Stalling problems with RSS Feeds

• Further evaluation and education required



Status Quo – continue to push out as email

• Maintain individual 

circulation lists

• Personalised service

• Can use in conjunction 

and phase in RSS

• BUT it clogs up the email 

with multiple entries



Alternatives – using library management 

systems eg DBTEXTWORKS Profiler 

• Automatically pushes out 

content and can group and 

batch materials

• Works best with materials 

received regularly in 

hardcopy not with electronic 

content which constitutes 

majority of resources 

• Needs further investigation



Alternatives – Mashups eg LINEX

LINEX Commercial Provider 

• Daily email summarising 

all content

• Fully customisable to 

mash content together

• Branded and professional

• Ongoing costs $



• Look professional and 

uniform 

• Need to write the 

contents can’t feed 

contents in automatically 

so not suited to our local 

need

• Can be viewed as an 

RSS

Alternatives - Blogs and Wikis
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