


















 

ABS News for libraries 

Statistically Speaking is an ABS 
blog for library and information 
people that provides informa-
tion about new releases, tips 
for finding data, and other sta-
tistics-related resources and 
news.  
 
Further information is available 
from the Services for Libraries 
pages on the ABS website 
(access via the 'Services we 
provide' link from the home-
page: http://www.abs.gov.au/ 
 
 

Nicola Cross, ACT 

 

The ABS for Libraries Newslet-
ter is produced by the Infor-
mation Skills Program and 
distributed to libraries in the 
public, education and govern-
ment sectors. This newsletter 
keeps them up to date on the 
news and items of interest to 
the library community, includ-
ing website developments, 
training and publications of 
relevance, and to promote 
ABS products and services. 

 

 

 

Keep up-to-date with the lat-
est news from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics:  

ABS News for Libraries (ABS 
cat. no. 1003.0) is a quarterly 
newsletter, with the next issue 
due out 26 May 2008. In-
cludes articles on the latest 
Census releases, changes to 
the website, Q&As and more.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Libraries launch new paper chase 

 

 
 

Australia’s libraries have 
banded together to track 
down old newspapers.  

The Australian Newspaper 
Plan is a nation-wide initiative 
of State and Territory librar-
ies designed to find, collect 
and preserve access to his-
toric newspapers.  

National spokeswoman for 
the ANPlan, Cathy Pilgrim of 
the National Library of Aus-
tralia in Canberra, said news-
papers did not just report the 
news, they told stories of 
their times, through adver-
tisements, photographs and 
even their design.  

 

“The aim is to find the thou-
sands of missing pieces in the 
jigsaw of our history,” Ms Pil-
grim said.  

“Old newspapers are an impor-
tant part of our social, political 
and cultural history and they 
offer valuable insights into a so-
ciety changed forever.” 

Some of Australia’s most 
wanted newspapers include: 
Cairns Advocate (1897-1882); 
Croydon Miner (1887-1888); 
Mundic Miner and Etheridge Ga-
zette (1889-1917); Pilbarra 
Goldfields News (1901); Mer-
cury and South Australian sport-
ing chronicle (1849-1851); and 
Renmark Pioneer (1893-1895).  

“Often a chance conversation 
uncovers these wanted papers 
which may have been lying  

hidden in someone’s garage, 
in an elderly person’s collec-
tion of keepsakes, or even in 
the vaults of a local historical 
society or archive,” Ms Pilgrim 
said.  

Once the wanted newspapers 
had been tracked down, they 
would be carefully saved to 
ensure their preservation for 
future generations of Austra-
lians.  

Access would be made freely 
available through the National 
Library of Australia and State 
and Territory libraries.  

For more information on the 
ANPlan and a full list of the 
wanted newspapers from all 
states of Australia, visit 
www.nla.gov.au/anplan  

 



The VALA blog — Technology for information services 
 
http://www.webstylus.net/vala/ 
VALA is dedicated to promoting and developing the appropriate use of 
technology by library and information services. The VALA blog allows 
you to comment on articles, post items/queries to the forum or send 
news items via ausvala@vala.org.au. Visit the official VALA home 
page for past conference sites. 
 
Yarra Plenty Library — News from the CEO 
 
http://yarraplentylibrary.blogspot.com/2008_04_01_archive.html 
 
Roxanne Missingham 
 
http://roxannemissingham.blogspot.com/ 
 
Aus Library Technician  
 
The library life of an Australian library technician — Kevin Dudeney 
http://auslibrarytechnician.blogspot.com/ 

 
Ways that Libraries use Blogs  
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National Library Technicians Day 

Library technicians across Australia are holding a variety of events 
(including breakfast, dinner and get-together drinks), to celebrate 
“National Library Technicians Day” on Tuesday 20th May, 2008.  
 
ACT— Library Technician's Day Celebration - 5:30pm -7.30pm 
Venue: Soul Bar, Bank House, Woden Square ACT  
 

NSW—National Library Technicians Day Dinner - 6.30 for 7.00pm 
VeeVees Restaurant, Cnr Burwood Rd and Wilga Sts, Burwood NSW  
 

NT—National Library Technicians Day Dinner  
Sailing Club, Darwin NT 
 

SA—National Library Technician's Day Dinner - 7.00pm  
Venue: Doulton Room, The Feathers Hotel, Burnside SA 
 

Tas— TALIATECS Breakfast at Banjo’s in the city or 
National Library Technicians Day Dinner- 6:30pm  
Venue: Centennial Hotel, Bathurst St, Launceston Tas 
 

Vic—Victorian Library Technicians Day - 6:00pm onwards 
Venue: The Quiet Man, Racecourse Road, Flemington Vic 
 

WA—Library Technicians' Breakfast - 7.30am 
Venue: Vulture's Restaurant, Francis St, Northbridge WA  
 
For further information and RSVP details on events for each  
of the states and territories go to:  
http://www.alia.org.au/advocacy/liw/tech.day.2008.html 
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