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Pre Book Week Extravaganza 2008  

16
th

 ï 22
nd

 August 

 

 

FUEL your mind  

 

The 2008 Pre-Bookweek Extravaganza went west this year as we gathered at the new Max Webber Library 

at Blacktown in their beautifully appointed meeting/function centre. The night opened with the storytellers 

from Blacktown City Libraries, with their rendition of ñPearl Barley and Charlie Parsleyò and the madcap 

youth team from Leichhardt with their presentation of the books for older readers and the night finished with 

the wonderfully talented team at Sutherland Shire Library and Information Service presenting their show 

using the picture books for early childhood.  In between was a lively sharing of wonderful and diverse ideas 

to present the shortlist to our customers and we thank all those who shared their ideas because your 

inspiration makes our work easier at the coal face in our libraries.   

 

Enjoy Book Week 2008  

The ALIA Childrenôs and Youth Services (NSW) committee 

http://www.alia.org.au/groups/cysnsw/  
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The Shortlist rap  

 
Presenter to wear sunnies and cap backwards.  Line up 6 kids up with the books held up.  Get the rhythm 

going by tapping your knees. 

 

Once upon a time in Book Week Land; 

 

there were 6 books - (6 books) 

They have nice easy words & really cute looks!   (thumbs up) 

  

One has a cat with eyes of green; 

 

It ran around - that crazy cat 

then went to sleep on the coolest mat!   (Snore!) 

 

Shhh! Little Mouse as he creeps around; 

 

He eats all the food 

Oops! - catôs not in the mood!   (Hiss ï Hiss!) 

 

Lucy Goosey was a stubborn little thing; 

 

Didnôt want to leave, didnôt want to try 

Til her mum said  ï she could FLY!    (Flap wings) 

 

The Trouble with Dogs! is about two pets; 

 

Quiet is our Rosy but not our Dave  

Heôs the naughty one & canôt behave!       (Woof ï Woof) 

 

Sally and Strange love their garden; 

 

It comes alive - late at night 

Much to both - their great delight!     (Clap ï Clap) 

 

Pearl and Charley are not the same; 

 

Dif-fer-ent -  in every way 

Very best friends - they hope to stay!     (Hug yourself) 

 

Thatôs our early childhood list  

 

Please read them all ï  

ócause theyôre not to be missed! 

Yeah!   (slide hands from centre ï out) 
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Travellin g Tale ô08 

READ poem first   then repeat ï while opening each folder (original artwork - 

decorated to represent each story) 

 
 

 

1 
was a silly goose 

 who was too scared to fly! 

(Lucy Goosey) 
Cover: goose hiding the some reeds? 

 

2 
was a boy who thought  

heôd give soccer a try! 
(Winning the world cup) 

Cover: a soccer ball shape? 
 

 

3 
was a feline  

who was always in trouble! 

(Cat) 

Cover: A cat on a fence (maybe a pop-up) 
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4  
was a family whose  

pet troubles were double? 
(Trouble with dogs!) 

Cover: Brigadier (Dog trainer) 

 
 

5 
is a garden thatôs 

magic at night! 
(Night Garden) 

Cover: A magical garden? 
 

6 
was a rabbit who thinks 
books are - ALRIGHT! 

(Parsley Rabbit) 

Cover: a fancy sort of book cover, perhaps? 
 

 

7 
were a boy and a girl 

who were really great friends! 
(Pearl Barley & Charlie Parsley) 

Cover: Who knows? 
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8 
is a small mouse 

who runs home at the end! 
( Shhh! Little mouse) 

Cover: a mouse hole? 
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Early Childhood  

 

Memory Game 

As demonstrated at the Extravaganza night. 

Have 8 images depicting the shortlisted titles reproduced twice.  Have them numbered on the back 1-16.  As 

children to call out two numbers and reveal what is behind them.  Keep going until all 8 pairs are 

discovered.  Example pictures are attached on a separate file. 

 

 

Cat  

by Mike Dumbleton &  Craig Smith 

 

Follow Cat as he ventures outside and over the fence for some excitement. 

 

Craft & Display ideas 

 Make a cat mask using green cellophane for the eyes. 

 Have images of the cat leaping over various shelves and noticeboards in your childrenôs area. 

 

Presentation ideas 

 If you have 2 people one could read the book and one could be dressed as the cat and jump around 

and be silly behind the reader 

 

 
Shhh! Little Mouse 

by Pamela Allen 

 

Follow the very hungry mouse and watch what happens when he wakes the cat up. 

 

Craft & Display ideas 

 Have mouse hiding around the library 

 

Presentation ideas 

 Create a big concertina scene from the book with holes for the mouse to weave through each picture 

as you read the book.  Have 2 children come up and hold the scene for you.  Use a mouse puppet and 

cat puppet as props.  Demonstration on the Extravaganza night using Clip Art pictures. 

 

 

Lucy Goosey  

by Margaret Wild & Ann James 

 

Lucy Goosey doesnôt want to leave the pond and is happy to be left behind.  She finds herself all alone with 

a big decision to make.   

 

Craft & display ideas 

 Make some goose feet! Copy onto orange paper and attach with wool or string.  See attached PDF 

file. 

Presentation ideas 

 Script for skit or acting out of story 
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Lucy Goosey ï the skit 

adapted for the Pre-bookweek extravaganza by Sutherland Shire Libraries 
 

Ever since she was a fluffy gosling with flippy-flappy feet,  

Lucy Goosey had lived in this pond.  (Uh-Huh!) 

She had jumped off that branch (point) sticking out of the water. 

She had sat on that rock (point) as big as a cow. 

And she played hide-and-seek in those bushes, (point) dark as caves. 

 

Now Lucy Goosey was nearly full grown. 

She had proper feathers, and she had even learned to whiffle  

her wings as she landed in the pond. 

óWhat good whiffling, Lucy Goosey!ô said her mother. 

óYou will find it very useful during our long flight.ô 

óI donôt want to goô, said Lucy Goosey. 

 

The time had come for all the geese ï Lucy Goosey, her mother,  

her cousins, her aunties and uncles ï to fly away to another country. 

They were leaving that very night, as soon as the sun went down. 

Lucy Goosey stared up at the sky. 

It was vast.   Never-ending. 
óIôm not going!ô she said, and off she ran on her flippy-flappy feet. 

óCome back, Lucy Goosey,ô called her mother, óor youôll get left behind.ô 

óDonôt care,ô honked Lucy Goosey. 

óDonôt care,  Donôt care,   Donôt care!ô 

Lucy Goosey crept into the bushes, dark as caves. 

She hid among the twigs and leaves. 

 

She tucked her head under her wing, so she couldnôt hear or see a thing. 

She must have fallen asleep, (SNORE!) because when she squeezed out  

of the bushes, it was night time.  And it was very quiet. 

 

Lucy Goosey hurried down to the pond. 

It was empty. 
All the geese ï even her mother! - - had gone.  (Oh No!) 

Lucy Goosey ran around in lonely little circles. 

Then she huddled in the reeds, listening to twigs crackling and things slithering. 

 

óMum?ô she wimpered. 

Suddenly there was the sound of wings whiffling and a long, sad honking ï 

óLucy! Lucy Goosey, where are you?ô 

óMum!ô said Lucy Goosey, and she sped out ï into her motherôs arms. 

óWhy are you so afraid to leave, my dear?ô said Lucyôs mum. 

Lucy Goosey stared up at the sky.  It was dark, mysterious & never-ending. 

 

óWhat if I lose my way in the misty, moisty clouds?ô 

óIf that happens,ô said her mother,  

óI will search the misty, moisty clouds until I find you.ô 

 



 
Australian Library and Information Association ~ Childrenôs and Youth Services (NSW) Group  2008       p. 8 

 

óWhat if I get caught in a storm and get tossed into the tree tops?ô 

óIf that happens, I will search every tree top until I find you.ô 

 

óWhat if I get tired and fall into the cold, dark sea?ô 

óIf that happens, I will search the cold, dark sea until find you.ô 

 

ñWill you always search for me?ô asked Lucy Goosey 

óAlways,ô   said her mother. 

 

óAre you ready to go now?ô  asked her mum 
 

óReady!ô   said Lucy Goosey. 

 

And away they flew, into a never-ending sky - full of stars. 
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The Night Garden  

by Elise Hurst 

 

Sally and her cat Strange tiptoe out in to the Night Garden that has been transformed into twisted shapes and 

creatures.  A wonderful tale about a girlôs great imagination. 

 

Craft & Display ideas 

 Could display the 2 versions of the garden from the front and back end papers 

 Have silhouettes of the black cat around the library. 

 

Presentation ideas 

 Discuss what animals are depicted in the garden of the back end paper. 

 Simply read the story with a black cat on your shoulder or in your lap (not a real one unless you 

dare!) 

 Script for acting out of story if you wish 

 

 

 

The Night Garden   by Elise Hurst 
Adapted for the Pre bookweek extravanganza by Sutherland Shire Libraries 

 

Sally and strange watched the rain all day.   (look out the window ï bored) 

Cobwebs sagged & bushes bowed and even the neat trees were tired of it. 

 

óHuff,ô sighed Sally, and drew on the glass, first tracing the trees,  

then the changing the trees, until the garden looked altogether different. 

(act this out on your imaginary window) 

 

óLook, Strange,ô  she said. 

But Strange was asleep.        (cat purring to be heard) 

 

Later on, way past supper and after bed,  

a queer night wind blew round & round the house.    (make the noises) 

 

Slowly the moon rose over the garden, shining odd-ways and  

side-ways and finally out-ways through Sallyôs window. 

 

Sally woke, tingling.      (wake up and act out the chills) 

óSomethingôs up,ô show whispered. 

óItôs nothing,ô said Strange. 

óGo back to sleep.ô 

 

But Sally was gone!          (tip-toe out of the bedroom) 

 

Tiptoe, tiptoe, down the stairs.      (tip-toe down the stairs) 

Past the edge of here and there. 

Through the door into é the Night Garden!  
(open the door with a loud ï squeak!) 
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All around her ï everywhere ï the garden grew é and GREW é AND GREW!  
(have some large flowers that you can stand up for effect) 

 
óIncredible!ô  she cried. 

óOh Strange, itôs everything I drew and MORE!ô   (Sound EXCITED!) 

 

óCome back inside,ô  said Strange. 

But Sally ran off laughing.      (run away giggling) 

 

óA-wroooo,ô  she howled a wolfy howl and danced beneath the moon. 

And off they ran through starlit paths, wound round & round  

and up and over and down and through.    (act this out) 

 

 

 

 

Till Sally and Strange were deep in the centre of the garden. 

óA-wrooo!ô  cried Sally. 

óMeooooow!ô  cried Strange.     (act this out - loudly) 

Slowly the moon sank through the sky. 

 

All around the queer night wind blew cold-ways, up-ways and sly-ways,  

to where Sally & Strange sat high above the garden. 

And both together they yawned and shivered and said, óI want my bed.ô 
         (yawn & shiver & speak) 

 

Quick as a wink they slipped and slid racing down across the moon,  

over and under and round & round, then through the door  

    (slink & slither back through the squeaky door) 

 

and up the stairs till at the window they rubbed the glass all clear. 

      (rub the window clear of your magical garden) 

Sending the garden back to sleep, small and neat. 

 

Sally and Strange watched the moon go down,  

then stayed at the window to wait for the sun,  

all snug and warm in their blankets.        (cuddle-up in your blankie) 

 

óThat was fun,ô  whispered Strange. 

But Sally was already asleep.     (Snore loudly) 
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Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley by Aaron Blabey 

A story about two great friends who are different in every way! 

 

Craft & Display ideas 

 Make a dress up skirt and jumper and grey stripy outfit to stick onto Pearl and Charlie. 

 Have a display depicting opposites including a couple of scenes from the book. 

 

Presentation ideas 

 Talk about opposites and ask for examples of opposites. 

 Act out the script for Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley 

 

 

Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley ï the skit 
Adapted for the Prebookweek Extravaganza by Sutherland Shire Libraries  

 
Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley are friends. 

Really GREAT  friends!  ( Nod your head ) 

However people often ask, óWhy are Pearl Barley & Charlie Parsley friends? 

They are just so different!ô 

 

And they are DIFFERENT!  ( point to doll, then point to yourself & shrug ) 

Different in almost every way. 

 

You see, while Pearl Barley is VERY LOUD, ( óWhattcha doinô Charlie?ô ) 

Charlie Parsley is very quiet.  ( point to doll & go óShhhhh!ô ) 

While Pearl Barley likes to talk, talk, talk all day long, about anything & everything. 

talk,  talk,     talk,      talk,  talké.. 
Charlie Parsley is very shy.  ( point to doll & act coy! ) 

 

While Pearl Barley likes to solve mysteries and get to the bottom of thingsé 

( Pearl wanders around with a magnify glass & a detective hat) 

Charlie Parsley likes to be safe and sound.  ( point to doll & hug yourself ) 

 

While Pearl barley likes to run amok é ( big glasses & noise maker ï Hooray! ) 

Charlie Parsley likes to sit and think.  ( point to doll & pretend to think ) 

 

Yes, they are different.        Different in almost every way.  ( nod your head ) 

 

However é. 

Whenever Pearl barley forgets her gloves on cold winter days é 

Charlie Parsley holds her hand and makes them warm as toast. (rub hands with doll)  

 

When Charlie Parsley feels scared of scary things é Pearl Barley makes him feel brave.  Sheôs his HERO!   
( put doll on your shoulders ï say óKapow! Zap! Wow-wee!ô ) 

 

When Pearl Barley gets tired from running amok 

& solving mysteries é  & getting to the bottom of things é. (look tired) 

Charlie Parsley tucks her into bed and shares a mug of warm milk. 
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He has a lovely bedside manner. 

 

When Charlie Parsley feels small or lonely or just plain blue é  ( look sad ) 

Pearl Barley tells him not to worry & says things like, óI think youôre GREAT!ô 

If that doesnôt work, she dances up a storm.  ( Dance around like an idiot! ) 

 

Yes, they are different alright é different in almost EVERY way. 

 

And that is why Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley are friends. 

REALLY GREAT FRIENDS!  ( hug your dolly ) 

 
 
 
 

The Trouble with Dogs!  

by Bob Graham 

 

A great follow on from Letôs get a pup!  A dog trainer is needed to help Daveôs behaviour or is he? 

 

Craft & Display ideas 

 Have images of the dogs leaping around the shelves.  These will go very well with all the cats and 

mice! 

 

Presentation ideas 

 Script for possible skit or Readerôs Theatre 

 

The Trouble with Dogs 
Adapted for the Prebookweek extravaganza by Sutherland Shire Libraries 

 

ñThe trouble with dogsò said dad ñis that they take over your lifeò 

 

ñLook,ò Kate said, ñwhen I rub rosy on the tummy .. her foot scratches like this!ò 

 

ñInteresting,ò said Dad. 

ñHmmmm,ò said Mum. 

 

They all gazed at Rosy in love and admiration. 

 

While Rosy was large & soft, comfortable to lie on and endlessly patient é.. 

Dave was small & wild. He slipped & slid, he leapt & he skittered. 

 

ñHeôs so é exuberant!ò said Dad. 

ñWhatôs exuberant, Dad?ò  said Kate 

ñExcitable,ò  said Dad. 

ñJoyful,ò added Mum. 

And they all gazed at Dave, who was bounding up & down. 

 

Spring turned to summer and Dave was still é well é Dave! 
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In the park he ran through someoneôs picnic lunch then down the middle  

of the flowerbeds, just to show it could be done. 

ñDave needs a firmer hand,ò  said Mum, ñsomeone to tell him NO!ò 

 

Summer drew to a close, but there was no change in Dave. 

He often tied Kate in knots with his leash, left small puddles  

on the kitchen floor and chewed holes in peoplesô socks. 

Then one day he jumped uninvited onto grannies lap and ate  

a cupcake straight off her plate. 

ñWe need help!ò  said Dad. 

 

Mum checked the phone book and found óPup Breakersô able to tame small beasts. 

Mum rang them straight away. 

 

Next day, there stood óThe Brigadierô at 9am sharp. 

ñWhat seems to be the problem?ò  he asked. 

They all looked at Dave, a fresh flower hanging from his little mouth. 

 

ñRightò said The Brigadier ñLesson one é. Is just one word ï NO!ò 
Dave dropped the flower, wet & glistening, to the path. 

 

ñLesson two é Here!ò  barked The Brigadier  ñDavid, Here!ò 
Placing a slip chain around Daveôs neck, The Brigadier shouted, 

ñLesson three é Heel!ò 

Dave did heel work, lead work and sit work, he trotted, he waited  

and he came when he was called. 

 

At last The Brigadier said, ñWeôre finished for the day, Iôll be back next week  

to polish off the rough edges.ò 

ñWhat rough edges?ò  asked Kate. 

ñDave has nothing but soft and squashy bits.ò 

Dad didnôt say a word.  Nor did Mum. 

 

In the following days, a change came over Dave. 

ñHeôs lost his sparkle, heôs lost his crackle and fizz, Dave seems sad.ò 

Next week came around and so did The Brigadier. 

ñLetôs make a start!ò  he yelled. 

Dave shivered, but he couldnôt run away. 

Instead he tip-toed slowly forwards and he licked The Brigadiers hand. 

 

Something extraordinary happened. 

The man from óPup Breakersô é.. smiled! 

ñI think we should have some tea,ò  said Mum. 

ñAnd I think we should tell him about Dave,ò  Kate said quietly 

ñTell me what ï about Dave?ò  queried The Brigadier. 

ñThat Dave doesnôt need lessons anymore.ò  whispered Kate, ñbecause é because I think shouting hurts 

Daveôs feelings and we should always be polite to our dogs.ò 

 

There was silence. 

 

Then all at once Dave slipped past Mum. He slid and he skittered and he leapt é 
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Right up onto The Brigadierôs lap and ate a cupcake straight off his plate. 

 

Then another extraordinary thing happened. 

The Brigadier ï laughed and patted Dave on the head. 

He whispered  ñYouôre a cute little fella, Dave and itôs time for me to goò 

And he left. 

 

ñThe real trouble with dogs,ò  said Dad  ñis that their ears are so silky,  

their eyes are so shiny and their tail wags so happilyò 

ñHow can you resist them?ò  said Kate. 

 

 



 
Australian Library and Information Association ~ Childrenôs and Youth Services (NSW) Group  2008       p. 15 

 

Picture Book of the Year  

 

Picture Books 2008 ï Readers Theatre 

Narelle Adams (Parramatta Library) 

 

Narrator: Welcome to óA picture is worth a thousand wordsô where picture books are not necessarily 

for young children. Tonight we are interviewing the books that are shortlisted in this years 

ópicture book of the yearô category. All of these have the theme of belonging which fits very 

nicely into next yearôs HSC English Curriculum.  

 So without further ado let me introduce our first guest ï the stranger from óThe Islandô by 

Armin Greder. Welcome to the show. 

 

The Stranger: Thank you for inviting me. I appreciate your warm welcome. They didnôt give me a chance to 

say a word on the island. They locked me up and poked me with sticks, it was so degrading. 

 

Narrator: I can see how it would have been horrible and then what happened 

 

The Stranger: They put me in a boat and set me free, to sail the seas. But do you know what was the 

strangest thing of all 

 

Narrator: No, what 

 

The Stranger: They built a wall around the island 

 

Narrator: I wonder why 

 

The Stranger: I think to keep people out, they didnôt want their lifestyle disturbed é. It was a very nice 

looking island until they put the ugly wall up é. I could have happily lived there if it wasnôt 

for their prejudice. 

 

Narrator: Well thank you for talking to us today. Our next guest is the young boy from óDustô by Colin 

Thompson. Welcome 

 

The Boy: I died last night 

 

Narrator: You did? 

 

The Boy: Seventy years too young. 

 

Narrator: Why? 

 

The Boy: I starved to death because people didnôt care. 

 

Narrator:  I see 

 

The Boy: The author of my book Colin Thompson felt so strongly about starvation in the world that he 

approached 13 other famous illustrators such as Richard Yot, Kim Gamble, Tom Byrne, 

Emma Quay, Tobby Riddle, Anna Pignataro, Chris Mould, Gaye Chapman, Judy Horacek, 

Terry Denton, Bruce Whatley, Dee Texidor and David Legge as well as Colin himself, to 

help tell my story 
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Narrator: Wow 

 

The Boy: And all my royalties go to the óSave the Childrenô fund to helps stop other children 

undergoing the same fate as me. 

 

Narrator: Well, I wish you luck and I will be sure to check out the illustrations. Our next guest is Ziba 

from óZiba Came on a Boatô by Liz  Lofthouse. Please welcome Ziba. 

 

Ziba: Thank you for your warm welcome, and thank you to the people of Australia for letting me 

stay here. 

 

Narrator: I believe you came to Australia on a small fishing boat 

 

Ziba: Yes I did. Although the trip was very rough, it was better to leave my home than to stay there. 

 

Narrator: Why was that 

 

Ziba: It wasnôt always bad. I can remember helping my aunties prepare the flatbread cooked in the 

tandur and watch my mother sit peacefully at her loom weaving coloured wool to make a 

rugé but then the gunfire came and we had to run and keep runningé we all piled on to a 

rickety old fishing boat é It was a long trip to freedom. 

 

Narrator: Thank you for sharing your story with us Ziba.  Our next guest is the young boy from óYou 

and Me: Our Placeò by Leonie Norrington. Welcome young fellow. Tell us about your story 

 

Young boy: I love this place, and so do the Uncles and Auties of my tribe. They come here and sit and 

think about the past while my friends and I play in the sand. It is a special place to all of us. 

Old Isaac sings the songs of old while Auntie Ruby sits around the fire reminiscing.  We all 

love this place, it is a part of us. Itôs where we belong. 

 

Narrator: Thank you. Our next guest is a very talented ballet dancer who Let us welcome the Li Cunxin 

from óThe Peasant Prince 

 

Li:  Thank you for inviting me. You know my story is a true one. It was originally written for 

adults as óMaoôs last dancerô but now here I am as a picture book for children. 

 

Narrator: How delightful 

 

Li:  At the age of 11yrs I was taken by officials from my large family to attend a ballet school in 

Beijing. It was a tough nine years, not only coming to terms with being alone but with the 

political situation going on around me. 

 

Narrator: It must have been difficult 

 

Li:  Yes, but I hope my story is an inspiration to all. 

Narrator: Thank you. Well, we have run out of time. There is one other book in the category but neither 

of the characters from óRequiem for a Beastô could be with us tonight but you can meet them 

as well as our other guests from tonightôs show at your local library.  Itôs goodbye for now 

and remember, picture books are not always for the young. 
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The Island (2007) 

by Armin Greder 

 

Themes: Alienation, insiders and Outsiders, Race and Prejudice, Compassion, Fear, Freedom, Power, 

Difference, Sharing, Neighbourliness and Citizenship 

 

The Inhabitants of a small island want to push a naked man washed ashore back into the sea. When one of 

their members suggests he be taken in, he is isolated in a hut away from the town. Left naked and hungry it 

is decided to set him out to sea again. The islanders build a wall around the island to keep out further asylum 

seekers. Children will recognise parallels with todayôs world.  (Suitable for: Middle Primary ï Secondary) 

 

Activities:   

 Discuss and explore emotions involved in new situations such as being scared, lonely, frightened, 

rejected and or ignored. Also explore tolerance and understanding from others. 

 

Display ideas: 

 Feature The wave by Morton Rhue, The Island by Peter Sheehan and John Heffernan, Sneetches by 

Dr. Seuss 

 

 

 

 

You and Me: Our Place (2007) 

by Leonie Norrington 

 

Themes: Cultural Diversity, Belonging 

 

A tale of people in two worlds ï the old aboriginal world based on country and the new world based of 

mixed cultures. Old Tobias, respected for his ability at fishing from the beach and his storytelling in none-

the-less marginalised as a fringe dweller; the two boys who love joining him in his fishing acknowledge that 

he is in his óown worldô and accept his difference while enjoying his company.  (Suitable for: All ages) 

  

Activities:   

 Have picture of óUncle Tobiasô fishing ï read the story 

 Invite a local aboriginal elder to talk about what the area was like when they were young. 

 

Display ideas:  

 All things about fishing and the sea ï fishing rod, sea creatures, towels etc. 
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Ziba Came on a Boat (2007) 

by Liz Lofthouse 

 

Themes: Belonging, Cultural diversity, Refugees, Social Integration 

 

As she travels on the boat which she hopes is carrying her to a safe country, Ziba reminisces about events 

from her earlier life as a young girl living with her family in Afghanistan. The real-life experiences and 

plight of refugees, is captured beautifully by Robert Ingpenôs warm, life-like illustrations. 

(Suitable for: Middle Primary) 

 

Activit ies:   

 Get children to write about one part of their lives. 

 Invite a refugee to come and talk about their experiences 

 Make origami boats 

 

Display ideas:  

 Feature books such as Boy Overboard, Girl Underground, Parvana, Soraya  

 The storyteller, A True Person 

 

 

 

 

The Peasant Prince 

by Li Cuinxin 

 

Themes:  Belonging, dancing, China  

 

This book is the picture book version of Maoôs Last Dancer. It is the true story of a Chinese peasant boy 

who at the age of 10, is chosen to be trained as a ballet dancer and his trials and tribulation over the pursuing 

nine years. (Suitable for:  primary age children) 

 

Activities:   

 Incorporate an adult and childrenôs book group with the adults reading   óMaoôs last dancerô and the 

children óThe Peasant Princeô and compare. 

 Tie activities in with the Chinese Olympics 

 Make Chinese lanterns 

 

Display ideas:  

 Ballet posters, books, shoes, costumes 

 All things Chinese 
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Dust 

by Colin Thompson 

 

Themes: Starvation, world poverty  

The book starts off with the words ñI died last night é..ò Dust is a 32 page picture book with simple story 

and 14 double page illustrations each one by a different illustrator. This book looks at the problem of 

starvation throughout the world. It is quite a disturbing book but has beautiful illustrations. The proceeds 

from this book go to the óSave the Children Fundô.  (Suitable: for older Primary) 

  

Activities:   

 Talk about world hunger 

 Get kids involved in collecting for the óSave the Children Fundô 

 Read óThe Little Matchgirlô by Hans Christian Anderson 

 

 

 

 

Requiem for a Beast 

by Matt Ottley 

 

Themes:  Stolen Generation,  Genocide, Belonging, Isolation 

 

This book is a multi-layered text incorporating music, words and image. The story intertwines two stories ï 

the first of a young jackaroo who confronts a wild bull and confronts his own past and fears, memories, his 

own isolation and identity. The second is that of an Aboriginal woman taken who was taken from her 

family. Both have horrible secrets in their past and through their dreamtime confront them. The music 

consisting of haunting chamber and aboriginal instruments and chanting, blends itself to inner thoughts, as 

we all try and overcome the beast within us.  (Suitable for: upper secondary) 

 

Activities:   

 Journal of lifeôs struggle, beast within 
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Younger Readers  

 

Winning the world cup 

By David METZENTHEN, Illustrated by Stephen AXELSEN 

 

Themes:  soccer, friendship, multiculturalism, soccer for fun and friendship for girls & boys 

 

Å From the Aussie Nibbles series, takes just ten minutes to read aloud. 

Å Chapter book for encouragement of early readers or non reading soccer fans 

Å Togetherness and multi-ethnic Australian kids enjoying the World Game 

 

Suggestions: 

Å Readersô theatre for older kids 

Å Read aloud to younger kids  

Å Use Gôday on Aussie Rhyme and Song Singalong by Matthew Perry 

Å Finda-word or crossword puzzle 

 

 

 

Sixth grade style queen (not) 

By Sherryl CLARK, Illustrated by Elissa CHRISTIAN 

 

Themes:  verse novels, fitting in, friendship 

 

Suggestions: 

Å Readers Theatre with scripts using exercise book covers decorated with stickers, stamps pictures of 

theme of each verse on the cover of the individual scripts. 

Å Make a video in a workshop 

Å Produce a list of verse novels  http://goldcreek.act.edu.au/yara/  

Å Check out Alternative Teen Services posting on YA Free-verse novels at 

http://www.yalibrarian.com/wordpress/2008/06/ya-free-verse-novels/  

Å Teachers notes written by the author http://www.sherrylclark.com/stylequeennotes.html  

 

 

 

Amelia Dee and the peacock lamp 

By Odo HIRSCH 

 

Themes:  Dealing with grief and loss, creativity and attention to detail, story writing, yoga, royalty 

 

Suggestions: 

Á Display yoga resources for kids [books, videos, yoga mat] 

Á Find your own version of the peacock lamp for a display (a huge old bronze filigreed lamp)  

Á Book list of books about Middle East 

Á Book list about Yoga for children  

Á Reviews by teachers 

http://www.allenandunwin.com/_uploads/BookPdf/TeachersReview/9781741753011.pdf  

 

 

http://goldcreek.act.edu.au/yara/
http://www.yalibrarian.com/wordpress/2008/06/ya-free-verse-novels/
http://www.sherrylclark.com/stylequeennotes.html
http://www.allenandunwin.com/_uploads/BookPdf/TeachersReview/9781741753011.pdf
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The shaggy gully times 

By Jackie FRENCH, Illustrated by Bruce WHATLEY 

 

Themes:  newspapers, letters to the editor, editing and proof reading, spelling, puns, spoonerisms, jokes 

 

Suggestions: 

Á Display with the other books set in Shaggy Gully [Diary of a wombat; Josephine wants to dance; Pete the 

sheep; The secret world of wombats] 

Á The editor of The Shaggy Gully Times is a wombat who canôt spell, craves attention and is fixated on 

carrots é you could practice editing skills 

Á Competitions ï Find how many times you can find the animals pictured on page 7 

Á List the ñHow manyò jokes to send kids to the book for the answers.  

Á Readerôs theatre based on the letters to Dear Tiffany Page - Scripts should be newspaper format using A3 

paper 

Á The book has a website with extra information and interviews with Jackie French and Bruce Whatley 

http://www.harpercollins.com.au/book/index.aspx?isbn=9780732284107  

Á The teachers kit is available at 

http://www.harpercollins.com/harperimages/ommoverride/ShaggyEventKit_Print.pdf  

 

 

 

The key to Rondo 

Emily RODDA 

 

Themes: Rondo is a metaphor for your private place where anything can happen (Emily Rodda); Characters 

are archetypes (Emily Rodda); fantasy worlds, wizards, magic, charms 

 

Suggestions: 

Å First book in a series [Sequel will be Wizard of Rondo] 

Å Find-a-word puzzle 

Å Count the number of fairy tales 

Å Draw 6 manga boxes - the character descriptions of the main protagonists, Mimi and Leo in the 

clothes chosen for them by the red-hooks make them perfect for drawing in Manga style 

Å Hold a manga cartoon workshop 

Å Display a show box music box and magnifying glass with butterflies  

Å Teachersô notes http://www.scholastic com.au/schools/curriculum/pdf/Rondo_teachers_notes.pdf   

 

Reviewing websites: 

Å www.smh.com.au/news/book-reviews/the-key-toprondo/2007/12/28  

Å www.aussiereviews.ocm/article2464.html  

Å www.squidoo.com/thekeytorondo  

Å www.gleebooks.com.au  

Å http://amlib.eddept.wa.edu.au/webquery.dll?v20+MarcList& v24+626302  

 

 

http://www.harpercollins.com.au/book/index.aspx?isbn=9780732284107
http://www.harpercollins.com/harperimages/ommoverride/ShaggyEventKit_Print.pdf
http://www.smh.com.au/news/book-reviews/the-key-toprondo/2007/12/28
http://www.aussiereviews.ocm/article2464.html
http://www.squidoo.com/thekeytorondo
http://www.gleebooks.com.au/
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Dragon Moon 

By Carole WILKINSON 

 

Themes: Han China, dragon mythology, fantasy, Great wall of China, tangram puzzles 

 

Suggestions: 

Å Third in the Trilogy 

Å Fits in with year 4 study of World Heritage sites ï The great wall of china 

Å Dragon displays 

Å Teacherôs notes http://www.bdb.com.au/books/dragon_moon  

Å Various versions of the I Ching http://www.solidsoftware.com.au/I Ching/I_Ching.html 

Å Carole Wilkinson has also published a book of stories from around the world about dragons 

Å Make a giant tangram puzzle for class groups 

 

 

http://www.bdb.com.au/books/dragon_moon
http://www.solidsoftware.com.au/I%20Ching/I_Ching.html
http://www.solidsoftware.com.au/I%20Ching/I_Ching.html
http://www.solidsoftware.com.au/I%20Ching/I_Ching.html
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Older Readers  
NOTE: Some of these books may be for mature readers 

 

Links between the books / common themes: 

Á male relationships 

Á Aboriginal themes  

Á history 

 

Display ideas: 

Á Build a time machine with futuristic overtones (inspired by Dr Who), use talcum powder as dust to help 

announce each travellers arrival. 

Á Packets of tic tacs as futuristic óbook pillsô 

Á Petrol bowser to órefuelô 

 

Soundtracks for the books: 

Á Solid Rock by Goanna 

Á From little things big things grow by Paul Kelly and Kev Carmody ï Leaving Barrumbi 

Á Theme from Local Hero by Mark Knopfler or Every night, every night by Paul Kelly 

 

 

HEFFERNAN, John 

MARTYôS SHADOW  

Omnibus Books (Scholastic Australia) 

Summary:  Teenage boy in the country.  Father is a farmer trying to raise his boys alone, but he hasn't much 

of an idea how to do it.  He is a bit of a hard task man.  Takes his frustrations out on Marty (verbally) 

because of the things that his wife did in the past.  Big secret hidden that Marty is starting to remember.  As 

drama is starting to unfold, the shadow that has been plaguing Marty for years starts to take form.  His only 

solace is found in planting trees, and he practically becomes part of a "real" family of a girl that he likes 

because of shared interests with her father and a family which treats him kindly.  Marty faces his demons, 

tries to deal with the truth, and works on a future....Story offers hope, but does not tie things up in a neat 

little package. Paints a great picture.  Sad, scary and very real. 

 

 

McDONALD, Meme  

LOVE LIKE WATER  

Allen & Unwin 

 

Summary:  Geared for the upper end of YA.  White woman has lost her boyfriend in a plane accident and 

goes to the Alice to start new life.  Black man returns home from the city to Alice Springs to take up a dj job 

at the local indigenous radio station.  At first, they don't even want to know each other, neither wants to get 

involved with anybody.  After a series of awkward moments, they get together, then part, but part amicably, 

having learned things about each other and themselves.  Fairly heavy going, set in eighties, though this is not 

blatantly obvious.  His family have problems....brother suicidal, he has his own issues and his family are a 

bit mixed up.  He is pretty successful. She is battling ghosts and trying to get her life together.  Deals with 

lots of issues, definitely not for the feint hearted. 
 

Ideas: 

Á Present as performance art ï white glove and black glove while booktalking 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Kelly_%28musician%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kev_Carmody
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FRENCH, Jackie 

PHARAOH: THE BOY WHO CONQUERED THE NILE  

Angus&Robertson (HarperCollins Australia) 

Themes: ancient Egyptian history (before the pyramids), pharaohs, leadership 

The story is that of Prince Narmer 'the Golden One' of Thinis next inline for the throne. 

Á Jackie French's website http://www.jackiefrench.com/ 

Á Mummy wrapping of a student  ï with toilet paper / crepe paper 

 

HARTNETT, Sonya 

THE GHOSTôS CHILD 

Viking (Penguin Group Australia) 

Themes:  riddle, quest, fantastic sea voyage, loss & recovery, fable 

Á draw Manga panels for some of the scenes 

 

   

METZENTHEN, David 

BLACK WATER   

Penguin Books (Penguin Group Australia) 

Themes: war; 1915, Battle of Gallipoli 

Á Gallipoli ï Australian War Memorial website http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/gallipoli/ 

 

NORRINGTON, Leonie  

LEAVING BARRUMBI   

Omnibus Books (Scholastic Australia) 

Themes:  Leaving home, boarding school 

Á Boarding school - the Leichhardt Secondary School is a 9 hour trip from home 'long way, gonna catch 

that proper big english there' "Dale think before you do anything!" 

 

 

Resources: 

Á Father involvement and literacy http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/Research/Fatherindex.html  

Á FRED ï fathers reading every day http://fcs.tamu.edu/families/parenting/fathering/fred/index.php    

http://www.jackiefrench.com/
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/Research/Fatherindex.html
http://fcs.tamu.edu/families/parenting/fathering/fred/index.php
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Eve Pownall Award for Information Books  

 

 

WATTS, Frances, Illustrated by David LEGGE  

PARSLEY RABBITôS BOOK ABOUT BOOKS 

ABC Books, 2007 

 

Themes:  books, book design, reading, love of books  

 

Activities:   

 Make books ï there are a wonderful selection of templates and ideas at Letôs Book it with Technology 

http://www.vickiblackwell.com/makingbooks/  

 Make mini books ï a template with instructions from Marilyn Western is at 

http://www.edzone.net/~mwestern/mini.pdf  

 Make shape books (eg. a story about recycling in the shape of a wheelie bin) 

 Pretend to be librarians and make up ñold fashionedò catalog cards for books (or use this image 
generator to make them http://www.blyberg.net/card-generator/ ) 

 

 

Resources: 

 Book Design with Parsley Rabbit: a unit of work in The Literature Base, Volume 19, Issue 2, 2008 

 

 

 

 

NORMAN, Mark  

THE ANTARCTICA BOOK: LIVING IN THE FREEZER  

Black Dog Books, 2007 

 

Themes:  Antarctica, ice, predators, endangered 

 

Activities:  

 Check todayôs weather in Antarctica on http://www.aad.gov.au/asset/webcams/default.asp  

 Simulate a ówind chill factorô 

 Play penguin óstatuesô ï the children must walk like penguins towards the person who is óinô ï they can 

turn around suddenly and catch anyone they see is moving. 

 Play ópredators and preyô ï an Antarctic version of rock, scissors, paper 

 

Resources: 

 Teacherôs notes http://www.bdb.com.au/pdf/teachersnotes/antarctica_book_TN.pdf  

 Frank Hurleyôs photographs from Antarctica 
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/discover_collections/natural_world/antarctica/hurley/index.html  

 Australian Antarctic Division http://www.aad.gov.au/  

 Australian Antarctic Data Centre http://data.aad.gov.au/  

 

 

 

 

http://www.vickiblackwell.com/makingbooks/
http://www.edzone.net/~mwestern/mini.pdf
http://www.blyberg.net/card-generator/
http://www.aad.gov.au/asset/webcams/default.asp

