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One in eight people living in Australia are aged 65 and over. 

By the middle of this century this figure will be one in four.
Prof. Hal Kendig   

CC mugley



CC Alex E. Proimos

In 2007, there were 2.4 million people aged 65-84 years. 

ABS estimates this will reach 4.0 million in 2022. 

Productivity Commission



Over the next 40 years, the number of Australians 

over the age of 85 will increase by 500%.

Access Economics
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By 2026 one in four people aged 80 and over will be from 

culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds

Federation of Ethnic Communities' Councils of Australia 



CC  Wendy Tanner

Indigenous communities have higher fertility rates and a 

lower life expectancy on average due to a variety of factors.

They experience ageing issues from the age of 45 years. 



• Reduced income

• Carer responsibilities

• Illness and disease

• Increased health 

spending 

• Increased disability

• Social isolation and 

exclusion

CC xjyxjy



CC Newton Free Library

People over 65 visit libraries 5 times more a year 

than younger people

Evans and Kelly



CC Newton Free Library

Libraries have a strong role to play in bringing older people 

together, cutting isolation and socialisation.   

UK Department of Health





Recreational reading

Reader assistance

Large print 

Spoken word books 

Government, health and 
legal information

Community information 

Family history resources

Local studies information

Housebound library 
services 

Community language 
materials 

Newspapers and 
magazines



overcoming the digital divide requires 

more than a website
Jessamyn West



2.5 million Australians aged 15 years and over care for 

someone at home because of a disability or old age 
ABS, 2008







A library volunteer reads to local aged 

care home residents 
Campaspie Regional Library



CC Squid!

A library program for baby boomers featuring 

options for an active, healthy  retirement.



Librarian = 

life coach for 

the digital age
Mark Pesce



Cooperating to strengthen the role public libraries play 

in the quality of life of older Australians

CC ralphbijker



• Broadband access into every public library

• Funding to support internet tutorial 

programs for seniors

• Nation-wide access to health information 

databases via public libraries

• Partnerships with other agencies 

delivering services to communities 

Supporting public libraries
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