The little book of public libraries
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Love your library
Facts and figures
Libraries are changing
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Families and communities
The next generation
Literacy and Leamning
The economy

Where to go for more information
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Libraries is meant for

people who love libraries g
and want to share their R ]
passion with others. ‘,\ ' f
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If you are already a library
champion, this book will
give you key messages that
we'd like you to pass on to
friends and colleagues. If
not, we hope it will open

your eyes to the valuable
contribution libraries make
to families, communities
and society as a whole.

There are some
1500 public libraries
across Australia and
2200 library staff,
who provide expert
guidance.

4.9 million people or nearly
50% of the population
are library members and
many more of us use them
as study spaces, for online
research, and just to browse
the collections of books,
CDs, DVDs and magazines,
giving a total of 211

wmillion annual visits.

We borrow more than 183 -
million items a year and
make nearly 10 million
enquiries.




